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Abstract A detailed description of a remarkable species of Cycas, C. multipinnata C. J. 
Chen et S. Y. Yang from S. Yunnan of China, is given. 
Key words Cycadaceae; Cycas multipinnata; Supplement 


KWI PR, LEIRA, IE 


Sitk WIR, Rk EARD M 

Cycas multipinnata C. J. Chen et S. Y. Yang in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 32 (3): 239. 
1994. Plate 1 

Trunk 20—40 cm tall, 10—20 cm in diam. , brown-grey. Leaves 1, rarely 2, termi- 
nal, erect, up to 3.5 m long, 0. 7 m wide; pinnae tripinnate, trullate in outline, with 12— 
18 opposite primary pinnae, spreading at an angle of 60—90° on main rachis, openly keeled 
in section at 100—130° on the rachis; primary pinnae lanceolate, the middle-lower pair 
longest, 35—45 cm long, 12—15 cm wide, the upward and the downward pairs gradually 
shorter, 15—30 cm long, 5—10 cm wide, with 7—11 alternate secondary pinnae, openly 
keeled in section at 95—100° on secondary rachis; secondary pinnae fan-shaped or obtrian- 
gulate, 10—18 cm long, 4—14 cm wide, (2—) 3—5-dichotomous, forming a sympidium 
especially in the lower half, with a long petiolule (0. 5—4. 0 long); leaflets (pinnules) coria- 
ceous, obovate-linear, 7—12 cm long, 1. 0—1. 5 cm wide, apex acuminate, base angustate 
and decurrent for 1.5—4.0 cm, glossy deep green above, paler beneath, midrib slightly 


prominent on both surfaces, glabrescent beneath, margins entire or somewhat wavy; petiole 
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subterete, upto 2 m long, 3 cm thick, spines about 40 pairs coming out from the base to 
nearly the terminal of the petiole, compressed-conical, 3—5 mm long, spaced at 3—5 cm on 
rachis. (Strobiles not seen). 

China, Yunnan; S. Jianshui County (47K 243), near Red River (407), 1100 m, 
April 1987, S. Y. Yang (BW) 9202 (holotype, PE). 

Distribution; S. Yunnan of China, Mile Co. (##)), and along Red River between 
Jianshui and Pingbian Co. (B38), 1000—1300 m, in limestone semishaded monsoon 
forests. 

This species is very rare, scattered and restricted to a narrow area in southern Yunnan. 
This distinct species was misidentified as C. micholitzii by I. S. Turner (1993) and some Chi- 
nese botanists”. We discovered the new species several years ago, and read out a thesis on it 
at the Third International Conference on Cycad Biology in Pretoria, South Africa on 8th Ju- 
ly 1993. However, we did not formally described it till June 1994, because we attempted to 
find its reproductive organs. Unfortunately, its individuals with strobiles have not been col- 
lected yet. 
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(BBR 9202) 

Cycas multipinnata 1. Plant (X 0.04); 2. Trunk and portion of petiole (X 0.2); 3. Portion of mid-leaf, with several 
primary pinnae (X0.2). (from S. Y. Yang 9202) 


* Turner, I. S., 1993; In search of Cycas micholitzii. in Proceedings of Cycad 90, the Second International Conference 
on Cycad Biology. 290, with fig. 
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